EUROPE

23" March 2021

M. Michel Barnier
Special Adviser on the Implementation of the EU-UK Withdrawal Agreement
European Commission

michel.barnier@ec.europa.eu

Dear M. Barnier,

We are Cornwall for Europe, one of many pro-EU campaigning groups still
flourishing in the UK after our sad departure from the European Union.

We have several thousand members who believe passionately in the principles
of the EU, and — like so many other Britons — are bitterly disappointed that all
our campaigns to remain part of the European project failed, and that we now
have the status of a third country. Brexit is a senseless and completely
unnecessary development brought about by the manoeuvring of an irresponsible
government.

We would like to thank you and your team for your unfailingly fair and
dignified manner during the Brexit negotiations, and especially for your efforts
on behalf of EU citizens in the UK and their British counterparts in the
European Union.
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The contrast between your demeanour and that of the British negotiators and
government could not have been greater. The whole process, as well as further
sinister developments in the UK in the meantime, have left many of us feeling
ashamed to be British. All we can do is apologise on behalf of all those in the
United Kingdom who feel that Britain’s rightful place is back with its friends
and neighbours in the European Union.

We are still growing every day, as more and more people and industries are
impacted by the fallout from Brexit. We are well aware of the generous EU
funding and support that has gone into Cornwall over the years, and we know
that it will be sorely missed.

Our mission is to continue campaigning to rejoin, one step at a time for now,
and to watch closely to identify and exploit any opportunity that may present
itself to that end.

Hopefully we will be able to rely on your support for our aims, and would
warmly welcome any suggestions you may have for ways of forging even closer
ties with the EU.

We hope that you will leave the light on for us, as promised, despite this
complete debacle and all the time, worry and not least money it has cost the EU.
We will do everything within our power to restore the British star to the flag as
soon as possible.

Once again, we are deeply grateful for all you have done in not giving way to
bullying tactics, and in upholding the rules and principles of the European
Union.

Yours sincerely,

Howard Farmer (Chair)
on behalf of Cornwall for Europe
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